
How Praying Together Shapes the Church: A
Transformative Guide for Individuals and
Congregations
Prayer is the lifeblood of the Christian faith. It is through prayer that we
communicate with our Heavenly Father, express our gratitude, seek
guidance, and receive strength. Prayer is also essential for the health and
growth of the church. When we pray together, we are not only building a
closer relationship with God, but we are also building a stronger community
with one another.
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In How Praying Together Shapes the Church, author and pastor Mark
Dever explores the biblical foundation for corporate prayer and provides
practical strategies for how to engage in meaningful prayer as a church.
Dever draws on his own experience as a pastor to share stories and
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insights that will help you to overcome obstacles to prayer and foster a
culture of prayer in your church.

The Biblical Foundation for Corporate Prayer

The Bible is full of examples of corporate prayer. In the Old Testament, we
see the Israelites praying together in the temple and in the synagogues. In
the New Testament, we see Jesus praying with his disciples and the early
church praying together regularly. Corporate prayer is not only a biblical
practice, but it is also a powerful way to experience God's presence and to
build up the church.

There are many benefits to praying together as a church. Corporate prayer
can help us to:

Grow in our faith

Build relationships with one another

Experience God's presence

Receive guidance and direction

Overcome obstacles

Foster a culture of prayer in our church

Practical Strategies for Engaging in Meaningful Prayer

Praying together as a church can be a challenging task, but it is also a
rewarding one. Dever provides a number of practical strategies that can
help you to engage in meaningful prayer as a church. These strategies
include:



Pray regularly

Pray specifically

Pray expectantly

Pray with faith

Pray in unity

Dever also emphasizes the importance of overcoming obstacles to prayer.
These obstacles can include distractions, doubts, and fears. However,
Dever shows us that these obstacles can be overcome through faith and
perseverance. By following the practical strategies outlined in this book,
you can learn to engage in meaningful prayer that will transform your life
and the life of your church.

Personal Testimonies of the Transformative Power of Prayer

In addition to providing biblical and practical insights, How Praying Together
Shapes the Church also includes personal testimonies from people who
have experienced the transformative power of corporate prayer. These
testimonies are a powerful reminder of the ways that prayer can change
our lives and build up the church.

One of the most powerful testimonies in the book is from a woman named
Sarah. Sarah was a new believer who was struggling to find her place in
the church. She felt isolated and alone, but she began to attend a weekly
prayer meeting. Through prayer, she began to build relationships with other
believers and to experience God's presence in a new way. Sarah's story is
a reminder that prayer can help us to overcome loneliness and isolation
and to find a sense of belonging in the church.



How Praying Together Shapes the Church is a valuable resource for
anyone who wants to learn more about the importance of corporate prayer.
This book is filled with biblical insights, practical strategies, and personal
testimonies that will help you to engage in meaningful prayer that will
transform your life and the life of your church.

If you are looking for a way to grow in your faith, build relationships with
others, and experience God's presence in a new way, I encourage you to
read How Praying Together Shapes the Church. This book will help you to
discover the transformative power of prayer and to build a stronger, more
vibrant church.

Free Download your copy of How Praying Together Shapes the Church
today!

About the Author

Mark Dever is the senior pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in
Washington, D.C., and the president of 9Marks. He is the author of several
books, including The Gospel and Personal Evangelism, The Doctrine of the
Church, and Discipling: How to Help Others Follow Jesus.
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