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As the month of Adar approaches, the Jewish community around the world
gears up for one of the most joyous and festive holidays of the year: Purim.
This vibrant celebration is a time for laughter, feasting, and remembrance,
and it brings people together in a spirit of unity and joy.

In her enchanting book, Purim |Is Coming, author Tracy Newman takes
readers on a captivating journey into the world of this beloved holiday.
Through lyrical prose and vibrant illustrations, Newman brings to life the
rich history, vibrant customs, and heartwarming stories that make Purim a
truly special occasion.

The Purim Story

Purim commemorates the miraculous deliverance of the Jewish people
from a plot to exterminate them in the ancient Persian Empire. The story, as
told in the Book of Esther, revolves around a young Jewish woman named
Esther who becomes queen to King Ahasuerus. When the king's advisor,
Haman, plots to kill all the Jews in the empire, Esther risks her life to
expose his evil plan.

Newman's retelling of the Purim story is both engaging and accessible,
making it a perfect to this important holiday for children and adults alike.
Through vivid descriptions and lively characters, she brings the ancient
world to life and makes the events of Purim feel relatable and inspiring.

Purim Traditions
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Purim is a holiday filled with unique and colorful traditions that have been
passed down through generations. Newman explores these traditions in
depth, providing readers with a fascinating glimpse into the cultural and
religious significance of this special day.

One of the most well-known Purim traditions is dressing up in costumes.
People of all ages don elaborate outfits, often depicting characters from the
Purim story or other historical and fictional figures. Newman explains the
origins of this tradition and shares some fun and creative costume ideas for
both children and adults.

Another important Purim tradition is the giving of gifts, known as mishloach
manot. Newman describes the different types of gifts that are typically
exchanged and explores the symbolism and meaning behind this custom.
She also provides practical tips for choosing and preparing mishloach
manot, making it easy for readers to incorporate this tradition into their own
Purim celebrations.

Of course, no Purim celebration would be complete without a festive feast.
Newman includes a variety of traditional Purim recipes, such as
hamantaschen (triangular pastries filled with fruit or nuts),kreplach
(dumplings filled with meat or cheese),and oznei Haman (triangular
pastries filled with poppy seeds). These recipes are easy to follow and will
add a delicious touch to any Purim gathering.

The Meaning of Purim

Beyond its festive atmosphere and joyful traditions, Purim is also a holiday
with deep religious and historical significance. Newman explores the



underlying themes and messages of Purim, helping readers to understand
the importance of this holiday in Jewish tradition.

Purim is a reminder of God's providence and protection over the Jewish
people. It is a celebration of the triumph of good over evil and the power of
standing up for what is right. Newman's book helps readers to appreciate
the enduring legacy of Purim and its relevance to our lives today.

Purim Is Coming is more than just a book about a Jewish holiday; it is an
invitation to experience the joy, wonder, and meaning of this special
occasion. Through her engaging writing and beautiful illustrations, Tracy
Newman brings the world of Purim to life and inspires readers to celebrate
this beloved tradition with their families and communities.

Whether you are a seasoned Purim enthusiast or someone who is new to
this holiday, Purim Is Coming is the perfect book to help you make the most
of this joyous and meaningful celebration. So gather your loved ones, don
your costumes, and prepare to experience the magic of Purim like never
before.
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